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Prize for the
best CIHEAM
thesis in
2008

“An integrated molecular
and morphological study
to design DNA barcode

discrimination protocol
for Fusarium species
involved in dry roots
disease of citrus”.
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For more information: http://www.csf-desertification.org
Interview

Dr Najib SAAB
Secretary General of the Arab Forum for Environment and Development (www.afedonline.org)
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Q: How would you characterise the cycles of drought we have seen in the southern

Mediterranean countries in recent decades?
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Q: How would you rate public policy on climate change in the Mediterranean?
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Q: In your opinion, what experience gained outside the Mediterranean zone might be of help
to the Mediterranean peoples in the fight against desertification?
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Q: How can the Arab Forum for Environment and Development contribute to the fight against

desertification?
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Q: We are hearing more and more of the "desertification” of the seas and oceans. What do
you think of this usage?
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Interview by Hassane Tlili

Publication - Mediterra 2009

: "Rethinking rural development in the Mediterranean”
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Interview

Dr. Mohamad Abdelfattah Al Kassas
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Q: You have been studying desertification for more than half a century. Do you subscribe to
the view that it will assume alarming proportions in the southern Mediterranean Region and
the Arab world in the future as a direct result of climate change?
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Q: You take a close interest in the consequences of climate change for Egyptian agricultural
areas located on the Mediterranean coast. How do you see the future for this area, in the light
of your research into the subject?
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Q: How do you rate the experiments in containing desertification that are being conducted by
certain Arab countries?
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Q: Is it possible to give a new boost to Euro-Mediterranean relations through improved
cooperation on the problem of desertification?
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Q: What advice would you give to young researchers who wish to work on the problem of
desertification?

Interview by Hassane Tlili

Desertification, an emerging geopolitical issue

Sébastien Abis
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“land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas resulting from
various factors, including climatic variations and human activities” %
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i & % "Conserving land and water = Securing our common future”.
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# AP 0 "desertification, land degradation and drought threaten

human security by depriving people of their means of life”
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Websites

United Nations Convention to combat desertification (UNCCD)

Sahara a:nd Sahel Observatory (OSS)

Inteornational Union Tor Conservation of Nature (IUCN) - Mediterranean Centre
FAO - Desertification

UNDP - Drylands Development Centre

European Network for Global Desertification Research (DesertNet)

CIRCE (Climate change and Impact Research: the Mediterranean Environment)
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News in Brief
Save the Lebanon cedar from the effects of global warming
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Organic products and farmers’ markets on the increase in Spain
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Encouraging results for agriculture in the southern and eastern parts of the Mediterranean

- : 8 > 1
8 Y : "
J 1 - *44+4+"* 445
i ! 0 !
C ! B+ 1 7, ) -
Fpp+ " F 445 Fpt 1 4B1 )B4
*445- =
! 1 1 ) H -
1 YAH - # B3 - Y7+ -
771 ! )7* - *++5
75 8 9 :
4 " ! )5 - )4 3 - # )7 -
) 3 - Fbt ( J
). 5 -
1 A
! 1 A /
# ) $ C -
2 1
Bl )75 - F++4+"F++5
)45 - )* - ) 5 -
1 %
1 8 2
! ! !
+1 z 1 = 8 :
)33 1 - ! !
! , ! 41
! 1 : i
/ 1
1 1 " ! ! 8
: # /
7
( )*51 - )*B N - ) HE-
! ! !
)5B1 H F+++"F++5- T # )*41-
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Events

22-24 September 2009 - Buenos Aires (Argentina)
" 8 8 \
G (information).

13-15 October 2009 - Quebec (Canada)
International Conference: " Developing Rural Policies to Meet the Needs of a Changing World”
1 =:8% (information)

12-14 November 2009 - Tunis (Tunisia)
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28 June - 1 July 2010 - Montpellier (France)
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# (information)
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CIHEAM Mediterranean Observatory
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